
Plants suitable for the East Mountain: ^       Plants for container gardening: @        Rabbit- & Deer-Resistant Plants: $        Rio Rancho: + = extra water, % = shade, # = not recommended 
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DESERT ACCENTS (continued)

Opuntia macrocentra^@ Purple Prickly Pear 3’ X 3’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring pollen/nectar for native bees and hummingbirds

Opuntia phaeacantha^@ Brown-spined Prickly Pear 3’ X 5’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring pollen/nectar for native bees and hummingbirds

Yucca baccata^ Datil / Banana Yucca 4’ X 5’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring Pronuba moth and hummingbirds

Yucca elata^ Soaptree Yucca 20’ X 5’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring Pronuba moth

Yucca glauca^ Soapweed Yucca 3’ X 3’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring pronuba moth pollinator; larval host for Giant Skipper Butterflies  

WILDFLOWERS

Achillea millefolium^@ $ Yarrow 2’ X 2’ Evergreen Sun/shade Medium Summer nectar for butterflies  

Agastache cana^ Giant Hyssop 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Summer nectar for hummingbirds & native bees, bumble bees   

Agastache rupestris^@ Licorice Mint 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry+ Summer hummingbirds and native bees

Aquilegia chrysantha^@ $ % Golden Columbine 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Shade Medium Spring nectar for hummingbirds and native bees; larval host for butterflies  

Argemone pleiacantha^ Prickly Poppy 3’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer nectar for butterflies  ; seeds for birds

Asclepias latifolia^ Broadleaf Milkweed 18” X18” Deciduous Sun/shade Dry RW Summer nectar for butterflies  , native bees, bumble bees  ; larval food 

Asclepias speciosa^+ Showy Milkweed 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Summer nectar for butterflies  , native bees, bumble bees  ; larval food

Asclepias subverticillata^ Horsetail Milkweed 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Dry Summer nectar for butterflies  , bumble bees  ; larval food

Asclepias tuberosa^+ Butterflyweed 18” X 18” Deciduous Part shade Moist Summer nectar for butterflies  ; larval food

Berlandiera lyrata^ Chocolate Flower 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Fall nectar for native bees, butterflies  ; seeds for birds

Calylophus spp.^ Sundrops 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Spring-Fall nectar for hawk moths, native bees

Castelleja integra et al^ Paintbrush 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Sun/shade Dry Spring-Fall nectar for hummingbirds and native bees; larval host for Checkerspots

Cleome serrulata^ Rocky Mountain Bee Plant 3’ X 1’ Annual Full Sun Dry+ Summer-Fall nectar and pollen for native bees; seeds for birds

Conoclinium greggii Gregg’s Mistflower 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/Part shade Dry+ Spring-Fall pollen for native bees & butterflies   

Dalea purpurea^ Purple Prairieclover 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry+ Summer nectar & pollen for native bees, bumble bees  ; seeds for birds

Datura wrightii^ Sacred Datura 2’ X 6’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer-Fall nectar for hummingbirds, native bees, and bats

Desmanthus illinoensis # Prairie Bundle Flower 3’x1’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium SpS Spring-Fall seeds for birds

Engelmannia peristenia^@ Engelmann Daisy 2’ X 18” Deciduous Full Sun Dry+ Spring-Fall nectar & pollen for native bees & butterflies  ; seeds for birds

Epilobium garrettii^ Hummingbird Plant 2’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry+ Summer-Fall nectar for hummingbirds and bees

Erigeron spp.^ $ Fleabane Daisy 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Spring-Fall nectar and pollen for bees

Eriogonum spp.^ $ Wild Buckwheat 1’ X 18” Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall nectar & pollen for butterflies  & native bees; seeds for birds

Gaillardia spp.^@ $ Blanketflowers 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer-Fall butterflies , native bees, bumble bees , hummingbirds; seeds for birds

Glandularia bipinnatifida Prairie Verbena 1’ X 18” Deciduous Sun/Part shade Dry Spring-Fall butterflies  , bees, seeds for birds

Helianthus annuus^ Sunflower varies Deciduous Full Sun Medium Summer-Fall pollen & nectar for native bees; great winter cover & seed for birds. 
Leave standing until spring, then remove last year’s growth

Helianthus maximiliani^ Maximilian Sunflower 6’ X 8’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Summer-Fall pollen and nectar for native bees; fall / winter seed and cover for birds

Helianthus petiolaris^ Prairie Sunflower 3’ X 1’ Annual Full Sun Dry+ Summer-Fall pollen and nectar for native bees; seeds for birds; winter cover for birds
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WILDFLOWERS (continued)

Heliomeris multiflora^ Showy Goldeneye 2’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Summer-Fall pollen and nectar for bees; seeds for birds

Liatris punctata^ Gayfeather 2’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Fall nectar for butterflies   & bees (native bees, bumble bees  ; seeds for birds

Machaeranthera 
tanacetifolia^@ Tansy Aster 1’ X 1’ Annual Full Sun Dry Spring-Fall nectar for bees and butterflies  ; seed for birds

Melampodium leucanthum^ $ Blackfoot Daisy 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Spring-Summer native bees

Mirabilis multiflora^ Native Four O’clock 2’ X 5’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Fall nectar for hawkmoths, hummingbirds; seed for birds

Monarda fistulosa^ $ Wild Bergamot 18” X 18” Annual Sun/shade Medium Summer native bees, bumble bees ; Culinary herb

Oenothera caespitosa Tufted Evening Primrose 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Spring nectar for hawkmoths, native bees

Oenothera lindheimeri^@ Gaura / Lindheimer’s Beeblossom 
“Whirling Butterflies” 3’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Spring-Summer native bees, hawkmoths

Oenothera macrocarpa^@,+ Yellow Evening Primrose 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Spring nectar for hawkmoths, native bees

Origanum species^@ $ Oreganos 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer native bees; Culinary herb

Penstemon barbatus $ Scarlet Bugler 2’ X 2’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring hummingbirds, native bees, seed for birds

Penstemon palmeri^,+ $ Palmer Penstemon 4’ X 2’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring hummingbirds; hawkmoths; native bees, bumble bees 

Penstemon 
pseudospectabilis^,+ $ Desert Penstemon 4’ X 2’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Spring hummingbirds; hawkmoths; native bees, bumble bees 

Penstemon strictus^,+ $ Rocky Mountain Penstemon 2’ X 2’ Evergreen Sun/shade Dry + Spring hummingbirds; checkerspot larval host; native bees, bumble bees 

Psilostrophe tagetina^ Paperflower 16” X 16” Deciduous Full Sun Dry Spring-Fall butterflies  , native bees

Ratibida columnifera^@ Coneflower 32” X 32” Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer butterflies  , native bees; seed for birds

Ruta graveolens^ Rue 2’ X 2’ Evergreen Full Sun Medium Summer native bees, host for Swallowtail larva

Salvia azurea^ $ Blue Sage 3’ X 3’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Summer-Fall native bees, seeds for birds

Salvia darcyi^ $ Texas Red Sage 30” X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer hummingbirds

Scabrethia scabra^@ Desert Mule’s Ear 2’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Summer butterflies  , native bees; seed for birds

Senecio flaccidus^ Threadleaf / Silver Groundsel 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Fall butterflies  , native bees

Solidago dwarf spp.^ Dwarf Goldenrod 18” X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Summer-Fall butterflies  , bees

Sphaeralcea spp.^ Globemallow 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Summer nectar for bees; larval host for Skipper butterflies 

Symphyotrichum ericoides^ White Heath Aster 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Summer-Fall nectar for native bees, butterflies  ; seeds for birds

Thelesperma filifolium^ Greenthread 18” X 12” Annual Full Sun Dry Summer native bees

Thymophylla acerosa^ Wild Marigold 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Fall butterflies  , native bees

Verbena rigida^ $ Sandpaper Verbena 1’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer-Fall butterflies  , native bees

Verbesina encelioides^ Crownsbeard / Cowpen Daisy 2’ X 2’ Annual Full Sun Medium Fall butterflies  , native bees; seed for birds

Xanthisma spinulosum Spiny Goldenweed /  
Lacy Tansyaster 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall butterflies  , native bees; seed for birds

Zinnia grandiflora^ Desert Zinnia 8” X 16” Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall butterflies , bees
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NATIVE GRASSES

Achnatherum hymenoides^@ Sand Ricegrass 18” X 18” Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Aristida purpurea^ Purple Threeawn 1’ X 1’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Bouteloua curtipendula^ Sideoats Grama 30” X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Bouteloua gracilis^ Blue Grama 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Muhlenbergia porteri^@ Bush Muhly 1’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Muhlenbergia rigens^ Deer Grass 4’ X 4’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Muhlenbergia rigida^@ Purple Muhly 2’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Panicum virgatum^ Switchgrass 4’ X 3’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; cover and seeds for birds through winter

Pleuraphis jamesii^ Galleta 14” X 14” Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Schizachyrium scoparium^@ Little Bluestem 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Sorghastrum nutans^ Indiangrass 4’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Sporobolus airoides^ Alkali Sacaton 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Sporobolus cryptandrus^ Sand Dropseed 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Sporobolus wrightii^ Giant Sacaton 5’ X 5’ Deciduous Full Sun Medium Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; seeds for birds through winter

Stipa tenuissima^ Threadgrass 2’ X 2’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry Summer-Fall Larval food butterflies  ; bird seeds; winter cover for birds

SHRUBS

Aloysia wrightii^ Mexican Oregano / Beebrush 5’ X 4’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Fall native bees, bumble bees 

Amelanchier utahensis^ Utah Serviceberry 8’ X 8’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer native bees and songbirds

Amorpha canescens^ + Leadplant 2’ X 3’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer native bees and songbirds

Amorpha fruticosa^ False Indigo 10’ X 10’ Deciduous Sun/shade Medium Spring-Summer native bees and songbirds

Anisacanthus quadrifidus 
var. wrightii^ Flame Anisacanthus 4’ X 4’ Deciduous Sun/shade Dry RW Spring-Summer native bees, hummingbirds

Artemisia filifolia^ $ Sand Sage 4’ X 4’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Summer cover for quail and many other birds

Atriplex canescens^ Fourwing Saltbush 6’ X 8’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall Larval host butterflies  ; food and cover for many birds

Atriplex confertifolia^ Shadscale Saltbush 2’ X 2’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry RW Summer-Fall Larval host butterflies  ; food and cover for many birds

Baccharis sarothroides Desert Broom 6’ X 6’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry + Summer-Fall Larval host for butterflies  ; food and cover for many birds

Buddleja marrubiifolia $ Wooly butterfly Bush 4’ X 4’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Summer butterflies  , native bees, hummingbirds

Buddleja davidii 
var. nanhoensis^

Dwarf butterfly Bush 6’ X 4’ Semi- 
evergreen Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer butterflies  , native bees, hummingbirds

Caesalpinia gilliesii Yellow Bird of Paradise 10’ X 10’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry RW Spring-Summer hummingbirds, native bees

Cercocarpus breviflorus^ Hairy Mountain Mahogany 10’ X 8’ Evergreen Full Sun Dry + Spring-Summer native bees, bird cover; potential bird nest sites as it gets larger

Chamaebatiaria millefolium^ Fernbush 5’ X 6’ Deciduous Full Sun Dry + Spring-Fall native bees, native wasps, butterflies  
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